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PARTICIPANT / PARENT CODE OF CONDUCT
As a Participant or Parent, you represent and are associated with the Lakeland Gators Organization. Because your behavior reflects on everyone, please abide by the following guidelines. Those that do not, may subject themselves to losing the privilege of being a part of the organization.

CONDUCT
Sportsmanship – All Football players, cheerleaders, parents and fans are expected to conduct themselves by the highest standards as regards to sportsmanship.  Anyone who openly exhibits any unsportsmanlike conduct during any Gator function will be subject to disciplinary action and may be banned from future Gator functions a the discretion of the Board of Directors.

Language Rule – No abusive language or derogatory statements shall be directed at anyone, including the officials, opposing teams, fans, coaches, or parents. No booing or unfavorable crowd canting. We are striving for a positive atmosphere. Anyone abusing this policy will be asked to refrain or leave the premises.

Anger / Violence – Any football player, cheerleader, parent or spectator who leaves the sideline/bleachers and goes onto the practice/game field for any confrontation with another player, coach, or official at any Gator function may be subject to disciplinary action. Anyone involved in a fight of any kind may be dismissed from the organization at the Board’s discretion.

Ejections – If a player, cheerleader, parent, spectator, or Gator official is ejected by a Game Official, he/she will be removed from any further participation in that event and suspended for the next event. If a player or cheerleader is dismissed by a Gator coach or Board Member, he/she will be benched for the following game and may be required to meet with a Disciplinary Committee before continued participation with his/her team.

Safety – Players and Cheerleaders will not leave the practice area or game area. At least one parent or guardian shall be present at all times during all Gator functions. In case of emergency, parent permission is required for medical treatment.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION - Problem Resolution Hierarchy

1. Head Coach. Communicate with the Head Coach in accordance with the coach’s preferred times for communication not to disrupt practices or games.

2. Football A.D. or Cheer Coordinator

3. President

4. A written complaint submitted to the Executive Board.


The Executive Committee is the final authority in resolving any and all complaints.

DISCIPLINE POLICY
In accordance with the Participant’s Code of Conduct, each member of the organization regardless of role will be held responsible for their actions and may have to face the discipline committee to remain a member of the organization. The following procedures are to be followed for repeated offenses for Participants.

PARTICIPANTS

1st Offense:
Verbal Warning with Written Acknowledgement Statement signed by both offender, parent, and board member or coach involved.
2nd Offense:
Written Statement signed by parent, participant, and coach plus benched 2 quarters of next game.

3rd Offense:
Written Statement signed by parent, participant, and coach plus benched full game / event.

4th Offense:
Written Statement signed and must meet disciplinary committee before allowed to continue participation. 2 week event suspension if permitted to continue.

5th Offense:
Letter provided to parents by Athletic Director and President informing them of the removal of their child from the roster and for equipment turn in with explanation. Loss of Veteran / Returning status next year.
PARENTS
1st Offense:
Verbal Warning with Written Acknowledgement Statement signed by both offender and Athletic Director or Assistant Athletic Director.

2nd Offense:
Written Statement signed again, meeting with Executive Board to discuss possible extra volunteer hours, suspension from future functions and/or fine to the Lakeland Gators.

3rd Offense:
Removal and restriction from attending all Lakeland Gators events. Notification to City of Lakeland. Loss of returning status for child next season.

**In any event where the participants, coaches, parents, and/or other members of the Lakeland Gators Organization are felt to be physically or emotionally jeopardized, the Gators reserve the right to enforce the highest offense with out prior notice.

OPTIONAL APPEAL PROCESS:
1. Case is brought to Executive Board
2. Board meets with participant, parent, coach, or other with in the next 2 practice nights. If accused does not appear without notice, the committee with rule on the information provided.

3. Investigation of event will conclude within 7 days.

4. Meeting with participant, parent, and the committee will be done the next practice following the conclusion of the investigation.

Separate here – keep above for your information return this page to Lakeland Gators with Payment

This is to acknowledge that I have read and understand the Code of Conduct for participating with the Lakeland Gators.

_______________________________________
Name of Participant
_______________________________________

_____________________

Signature of Participant




Date

_______________________________________

_____________________

Signature of Parent





Date

The Lakeland Gators Youth Football & Cheerleading Association


P.O Box 6963


Lakeland, FL  33807


(863) 688-4720


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lakelandgators.com" ��www.lakelandgators.com�














